
ORDINANCE NO. 22 - 09 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF MARION 

COUNTY, FLORIDA; PROVIDING FOR FINDINGS; ADOPTING AMENDMENT 

21-L02; LARGE-SCALE TEXT AMENDMENT TO THE FUTURE LAND USE 

ELEMENT OF THE MARION COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN: 

2021-L02, HORSE FARMS FOREVER, INC. 
FUTURE LAND USE ELEMENT TEXT AMENDMENT: 
OBJECTIVE 3.3 FARMLAND PRESERVATION AREA 
Policy 3.3.1: ELEMENTS OF RURAL CHARACTER 

PURSUANT TO CHAPTER 163, FLORIDA STATUTES; PROVIDING FOR 

FINDINGS; PROVIDING FOR APPEALS; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; 

PROVIDING FOR REPEAL; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

WHEREAS, Section 125.0l(l)(g), Florida Statutes, empowers the Board of County Commissioners 
of Marion County, Florida ("Board") to prepare and enforce comprehensive plans to plan for and manage 
the development of the County; and 

WHEREAS, Sections 163.3161 through 163.3215, Florida Statutes, the Community Planning Act, 
empowers and requires the Board of County Commissioners of Marion County to (a) plan for the County's 
future development and growth; (b) adopt and amend comprehensive plans, or elements or portions 
thereof, to guide the future growth and development of the County; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners of Marion County, Florida, further considered all 
oral and written comments received during said public hearing, including the data and analysis packages; 
and 

WHEREAS, the Marion County Planning & Zoning Commission, acting as the Local Planning Agency, 
conducted an advertised public hearing on December 27, 2021 to consider Amendment No. 2021-L02. 
The Planning & Zoning Commission considered the Growth Services Department's recommendation, 
received public comment, and made recommendations to the Board regarding the Amendment, including 
findings of facts related to: 

1. Whether the granting of the amendment will not adversely affect the public interest. 
2. Whether the proposed amendment is compatible with land uses in the surrounding areas. 
3. Whether the proposed amendment is consistent with Chapter 163, Florida Statutes and the 

Marion County Comprehensive Plan, and 

WHEREAS, the Board conducted an advertised transmittal public hearing on January 18, 2022, to 
consider Amendment No. 2021-L02, the Growth Services Department's recommendation, the Planning 
and Zoning Commission's recommendation, public comment received, and acted to transmit the 
Amendment to the Florida Department of Economic Opportunity (DEO) and other designated agencies for 
review consistent with Chapter 163.3184, Florida Statutes, and 

WHEREAS, the DEO and other agencies received Amendment 2021-L02, and had no comments 
regarding the proposed Amendment, and 
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WHEREAS, the Board conducted an advertised adoption public hearing on March 15, 2022 to 
consider Amendment No. 2021-L02, the Growth Services Department's recommendation, the Planning 
and Zoning Commission's recommendation, the agency transmittal review comments received (if any), 
and public comment received, and acted to adopt the Amendment . 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of County Commissioners of Marion County, 
Florida: 

SECTION 1. LARGE-SCALE AMENDMENT APPROVAL. The Board hereby approves the below-listed 
large-scale text amendment and authorizes the necessary amendment to Comprehensive Plan Future 
Land Use Element Text Policy 3.3.1 attached hereto and by this reference made part hereof, based on 
affirmative findings that the Amendment is compatible with the surrounding land uses, consistent with 
Chapter 163, Florida Statutes, and the Marion County Comprehensive Plan, and is not adverse to the 
public interest: 

Amend. 
Applicant PROPOSED LARGE-SCALE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN TEXT AMENDMENT 

No. 

Horse FUTURE LAND USE ELEMENT TEXT AMENDMENT: 
2021 Farms OBJECTIVE 3.3 FARMLAND PRESERVATION AREA 
-L02 Forever, Policy 3.3.1: ELEMENTS OF RURAL CHARACTER 

Inc. 

SECTION 2. APPEALS. Any affected person may file a petition with the Division of Administrative 
Hearings pursuant to Sections 120.569 and 120.57, Florida Statutes, to request a hearing to challenge the 
compliance of this large-scale amendment with Chapter 163, Part II, Florida Statutes, within 30 days 
following the adoption date of this ordinance. 

SECTION 3. SEVERABILITY. If any provision or portion of this ordinance is declared by any court of 
competent jurisdiction to be void, unconstitutional or unenforceable, then all remaining portions and 
provision of this ordinance shall remain in full force and effect. 

SECTION 4. CONFLICTS. In the event of any conflict or inconsistency between the text of this 
Objective 3.3 Farmland Preservation Area, Policy 3.3.1, and any other county ordinance or part thereof, 
the provisions of this Objective 3.3, Policy 3.3.1 shall prevail to the extent of such conflict or inconsistency 

SECTION 5. EFFECTIVE DATE. This large-scale amendment shall not become effective until 31 days 
after the DEO, as the State Land Planning Agency, determines the Amendment adoption package is 
complete and no petition is filed by an affected party. If the large-scale amendment is challenged within 
30 days after adoption, the large-scale amendment shall not become effective until the DEO or the 
Administration Commission, respectively, issues a final order determining the adopted large-scale 
amendment is in compliance. No development orders, development permits, or land uses dependent on 
this amendment may be issued or commence before it has become effective. 
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SECTION 6. CERTIFIED COPY. A certified copy of th is ordinance shall be filed with the Department 
of State by the clerk and shall take effect upon filing with the Department of State, subject to the limitation 
set forth above. 

SECTION 7. COPY ON FILE. This original ordinance shall be filed with the Clerk of the Circuit Court 
and a certified copy of this ordinance shall be on file in the Marion County Growth Services 
Department/Planning & Zoning Division for public inspection . 

DULY ADOPTED with a quorum present and voting, by the Board of County Commissioners of 
Marion County, Florida, this 15th day of March 2022. 

ATTEST: 

APPROVED ~S TO LEGAL FORM AND SUFFICIENCY 

1J:!£J:rrn42!1L~-

2021 -L02 Horse Farms Forever, Inc. 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISIONERS 

MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA 

~~ 
cARLZALAKl~ AN 
RECEIVED NOTICE FROM SECRETARY OF STATE ON MARCH 
23, 2022 ADVISING ORDifl'ANCE--WAS FILED ON MRCH 
23, 2022. 
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EXHIBIT "A." 

Party .1.3.1: Elements: .of !Rural Cha:rarter 

The County shaU preserve and protect rural :and equestrian}agriou ,u chal!'acter within the Rural IL:ands, 

specifically the Farmland ~esew.rtion Alrea, by reql!liring that au appTopriate futull'e de ve'lopmelllt 

activities within this Area preserve, ~u;pport, and e ha nee the fundamental el.e ments of rura di.1racter 

se,t forth below. andhfurther requiring tha.t alli Zoning Changes a,nd Speciil I Use Permits. within the Farm and 

P,:es;eryatjoo Ans he ironsistent with and m;esew protect wppon ;mg enbanw the ruran egue,strian 
:and fa'.l'mland charactew of the Farmland Prese,rva,tiooA.-e:a. 

Toe funda menu I elemBpts pf ru@I' dha;racter incl µde the fgll'QWim:· 

1. Scenic Views: The viewsihed of arterial and collector roa;dways in the Rural, Aleii shal I be protected 

from land de:arill\g and other visual intru:sions associat ed with devel~ment; ~ch protections, 

however, shall not restrict the fundamental agriooltural uses permitted wiithin, this. Area. 

2. Open Space Protecttcn: IResidentia deve'lopment options shalJ include incen:tive:s; to promote the 

protedtion of open sp:ar:6. 

3~ Rural l~hting: tn order to prese,ve the rura I chaTa:cter of the area, a.rtificiati ' I minating devices, 

Emission of undesirable ra,ys ijntothe night sky, are to oncoming traffic and intrusioo, of right onto 

adjacent properties. shal I be prevented to the ~reatest extent possible, as furth:eir defined in the ILIDC. 

4.. Tron;sparmtio.n: Roadway desi,gn within the Rural Ar:ea shall be consistent w ith the principles. of 

co:nte.xt seMitive design, which considers the relatiooship of la:nd uses and al I aspects of troadwa,y 

de~ig,11 indud1~ speed, travel! l~ne width, access management, and' l'andscaping. Where fea~ibre, 

expansion or alteraitiDn of existi111g roadway corridors,, indud'in-g State Facmties, will be the prefertred 

method to meet long·-range transportaitio.n needs. New ua:nsportatiDn corridors imended to be used' 

specifica'lly for 1he constructtoo of e:qyresswa,ys or 'limited access roadw.i;vs within the Farmland 

Preservation Area shall be developed in ~uch a wav as to avoid nega tive impacts to viral farmlands, 

key enviiroomenta aireillS, a:nd va .1ble open space so that trarupmtation and i1and use are 

compat, e with the ru ra I cha r:acte;r of the are:a. The devetopment ohny such corm:lor shall be doseLy 

coordinated with the Board of County Commiissioners andl County Staff. 

5. mfm-stwcture: Other infrastructure ind ud1~g water and sewer ut" ities and stmmwaiter fa cclmes 

within 36 the Rural Area sha I reflect ai rmraJ l:eJJel of service and shaU not be modifiecfl to the Point 

that it e ncourages err a lows for urba:n developmelllt. 

Underline = new text Strike--oort -a~eteElte& 
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